THE 'HOLMESES

have acted an impersonation of the spirit. This being
a sworn deposition by a Justice of the Peace would
seem to be a weighty piece of evidence.

This cabinet seems to have been made in June, for
General Lippitt, an excellent witness, described quite
another arrangement on the occasion when he experi-
mented. He says that two doors folded backwards,
so as to touch each other, and the cabinet was simply
the recess between these doors with a board over the
top. " The first two or three evenings I made a care-
ful examination, and once with a professional magician,
who was perfectly satisfied that there was no chance
of any trick." This was in May, so the two descrip-
tions are not contradictory, save to Eliza White's claim
that she could pass into the cabinet.

In addition to these reasons for caution in forming
an opinion, the Holmeses were able to produce letters
written to them from Mrs. White in August, 1874,
which were quite incompatible with there being any
guilty secret between them. On the other hand, one
of these letters did relate that ejfforts had been made to
bribe her into a confession that she had been Katie
King. Later in the year Mrs. White seems to have
assumed a more threatening tone, as is sworn by the
Holmeses in a formal affidavit, when she declared that
unless they paid a rent which she claimed, there were
a number of gentlemen of wealth, including members
of the Young Men's Christian Association, who were
ready to pay her a large sum of money, and she need
not trouble the Holmeses any more. A thousand
dollars was the exact sum which Eliza White was to get
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